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came down to the river to drink. This they killed, and
it supplied them with meat for four or five days.

Having arrived near the sea, they made rigging out
of plaited grass, and sails out of their blankets. On or
near the seacoast they stayed for fourteen days, devouring
the shellfish so abundant on the shores; and thus strength-
ened they left the mouth of the Amazon on 26 August,
1541, finding friendly Indians in this coast region who
gave them provisions and fresh water. Without either
pilot, compass, or anything useful for navigation, they
sailed northwards, keeping the land carefully in sight,
until at length they sailed past Guiana and the Orinoko
delta into the sheltered Gulf of Paria. Passing out be-
tween this gulf and Trinidad, they continued their voyage
till they came to the little island of Cubagua, which lies
to the north of Venezuela, opposite Cumana. Here they
were well received by their astonished countrymen, and
from this point they proceeded to what we should now call
Port of Spain, on the Island of Trinidad.

Both vessels, namely the one that was built at the
junction of the Koka and the Napo, and the other con-
structed near the mouth of the Javary, came thus into
safety after the most wonderful river voyage probably ever
recorded in history, the only parallel to which is Stanley's
descent of the Congo. Orellana left the junction of the
Napo and the Koka on the frontiers of Ecuador about
i January, 1541, and after descending the Maranon-
Amazon to its mouth in two little wooden vessels, built
on the upper waters of the Amazon, he reached Port of
Spain in Trinidad on n September in the same year.
Truly there were giants in those days I

At Port of Spain Orellana bought a ship, sailed to
Spain, besought the king to give him a commission to